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INTRODUCTION

RESULTS

Consumers increasingly use dog activity trackers, yet little
knowledge exists on the motivations and impacts of use.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

WELFARE
- Activity, exercise,
rest & their balance

“I can see that the dog is not
affected by the distance, the
impacts are concretized and
the link to training becomes
visible.”

“We have learned how much
exercise she needs in order to
be happy and healthy and to
be calm and sleepy in the
evenings.”

- Weight control

• What are the motivations of use for dog activity trackers?
• What are the perceived impacts on dog welfare and humandog relationship?

UNDERSTANDING
DOG BEHAVIOR,
CONTINUED
INTEREST &
WHAT AFFECTS
WELFARE

TRAINING
- Physical
- Mental state
(learning)

METHODS
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• Interviews with 7 Finnish dog owners who track their dog’s
activity with a mobile solution.
• Usage habits, motivations, impacts
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- Care-taking
- Pre-planning daily
activities

I can take a look at work that
now he has taken a walk. I can
draw a conclusion beforehand if
he has been out walking, and
whether we need to go out
immediately or can I eat first.

Support for
OWN
INTERPRETATION &
DECISION making

“I've realised that if my dog
is acting up, it may be because
we had a really intensive day
the day before and she didn't
have a good night's sleep.”

• International online survey (n=34)
• 10 motivation, 6 impact statements (5-point Likert scale)
based on phase 1
• Open questions on tracker use.

REMOTE
MONITORING

The solution deepens the bonding
between me and my dog.
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• Qualitative data (interview results and open questions in
questionnaire) analyzed with data-driven content analysis,
by in vivo coding, and categorizing to emerging themes
• Quantitative data (questionnaire results) were analyzed
statistically by mean value, standard deviation, and
Kendall's tau coefficient.
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DISCUSSION
This work was part of Turre ja Toivoset 2.0 (Buddy and
the Smiths 2.0) project funded by Business Finland
www.facebook.com/TurrejaToivoset
@tech4dogs #tech4dogs
www.linkedin.com/company/turre

https://turre.fi/en

Motivations of dog activity tracker use were primarily related to
exercise, training, and learning, whereas impacts were related to
increased interest, bonding, and improving dog ownership. While
likely biased regarding the whole dog owner population, our
sample may accurately represent existing users of these products.
Longitudinal studies with objective assessment of dog welfare are
needed to see if the use of activity trackers leads to increased
welfare.

